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English A: literature – Higher level – Paper 1
Anglais A : littérature – Niveau supérieur – Épreuve 1
Inglés A: Literatura – Nivel Superior – Prueba 1

Instructions to candidates

 y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
 y Write a guided analysis of text 1.
 y Write a guided analysis of text 2.
 y Use the guiding question or propose an alternative technical or formal aspect of the text to focus 

your analysis.
 y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [40 marks].

Instructions destinées aux candidats

 y N’ouvrez pas cette épreuve avant d’y être autorisé(e).
 y Rédigez une analyse dirigée du texte 1.
 y Rédigez une analyse dirigée du texte 2.
 y Utilisez la question d’orientation ou proposez une autre manière d’aborder le texte en 

choisissant un aspect technique ou formel sur lequel concentrer votre analyse.
 y Le nombre maximum de points pour cette épreuve d’examen est de [40 points].

Instrucciones para los alumnos

 y No abra esta prueba hasta que se lo autoricen.
 y Escriba un análisis guiado del texto 1.
 y Escriba un análisis guiado del texto 2.
 y Utilice la pregunta de orientación o proponga otro aspecto técnico o formal del texto en el que 

centrar su análisis.
 y La puntuación máxima para esta prueba de examen es [40 puntos].
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Write a guided analysis of the following text.

1. 
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Write a guided analysis of the following text.

2. The following poem is by Zaffar Kunial and published in the collection England’s Green. The poet’s 
mother is from England and his father is from Kashmir on the Indian subcontinent.

Foxglove1 Country

Sometimes I like to hide in the word 
foxgloves ‒ in the middle of foxgloves. 
The xgl is hard to say, out of the England 
of its harbouring word. 
Alone it becomes a small tangle, 
a witch’s thimble2, hard-to-toll bell, 
elvish door to a door. Xgl 
a place with a locked beginning 
then a snag, a gl 
like the little Englands of my grief, 
a knotted dark that locks light 
in glisten, glow, glint, gleam 
and Oberon’s3 banks of eglantine4 
which closes in on the opening 
of Gulliver5 whose shrunken gul 
says ‘rose’ in my fatherland. 
Meanwhile, in the motherland, the xg 
is almost the thumb of a lost mitten, 
an impossible interior, deeper than forests 
and further in. And deeper inland 
is the gulp, the gulf, the gap, the grip 
that goes before love.

1 foxglove: a plant with bell-shaped flowers, native to Europe
2 witch’s thimble: sometimes used as a name for foxglove
3 Oberon: the fairy king in Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream
4 eglantine: a type of rose
5 Gulliver’s Travels: a work of fiction by Jonathan Swift

– How does the poet explore his relationship with language through the sounds and words 
used in the poem?
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